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Introduction:  I can still sometimes hear my mother say, “Why can’t you kids just get along?”  “Because, he took my toy.”   “Well, I had it first.”  Well, I only took it because you said I never share.” “Oh Yeah?”  “Yeah!”    Why can’ you kids just get along?  Answer:  For the same reason that we adults can’t get along.  An even more tragic;  for the same reason that Christians can’t get along.  What is that reason?  James answers it in the opening verses of his fourth chapter. 
James 4:1-4  What is the source of quarrels and conflicts among you? Is not the source your pleasures that wage war in your members?  2 You lust and do not have; so you commit murder. You are envious and cannot obtain; so you fight and quarrel. You do not have because you do not ask.  3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, so that you may spend it on your pleasures.  4 You adulteresses, do you not know that friendship with the world is hostility toward God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.

When we grow up we quit quarrelling about toys right?  Now we fight over broken promises or unfulfilled expectations.  We refuse to speak to someone we think snubbed us and we tell others how we are offended.  “She should have called me.”  “He should have used a nicer tone.”  “She should have invited me or not invited someone else that I don’t get along with.”
In church we take this to a whole new level.  Here we can speak against one another for not being spiritually minded enough. [translation: as spiritual as I am]  We can speak against them for their sins; for their immaturity; for their lack of self discipline; for the things that they approve of; for the way they do or do not discipline their children; for the translation of the Bible they use or even because they bought a fancy car.  
I have heard people criticized for just about anything and I haven’t heard the half of it.  There is much more of it than you will ever hear.  Do you know how I know that?  I know it because this is a sin of the heart and I too have a fallen heart.  Jesus made it clear that what we say and do in our heart is crucial to our relationship to Him and then to others.  Even if you do not say it outwardly, but only think your criticism, you come under the scrutiny of our text today.   
James 4:11-12   11 Do not speak against one another, brethren. He who speaks against a brother or judges his brother, speaks against the law and judges the law; but if you judge the law, you are not a doer of the law but a judge of it.  12 There is only one Lawgiver and Judge, the One who is able to save and to destroy; but who are you who judge your neighbor?

These few verses sound like a stinging rebuke to us as Christians.  They are intended to.  We are able to just ignore them or deny that we have violated them.  This is why there is nothing subtle or difficult to understand about this text.  The difficult part is getting past our own self-righteousness,  confessing that we are like this and repenting of it.  God approaches this in four ways: 
· God Forbids us to speak Against One Another  [11a]
· God Exposes our self-righteousness  [11b]
· God Accuses us of Usurping Christ’s Authority [12a]
· God Challenges our Perception of Grace [12b]
God Forbids us to speak Against One Another  [11a]

James 4:11  11 Do not speak against one another, brethren.
Do not speak against one another:  The verse says this in Greek: “Stop continually slandering one another….brothers.”  It is the main command of the passage.  James thinks Christians continually do this to one another.  We typically do not think that we do.  I usually cannot get anyone to admit to gossip or slander in a dispute.  But let me try: 
Have you ever revealed something about a person to someone else that you knew would make them look bad in the other person’s eyes?  Have you ever expressed your annoyance or disappointment with someone’s behavior to another person.  Have you ever passed on a story to someone about what someone did or didn’t do?  Have you ever shared your frustration over the way someone has treated you with someone else?  
The telling of all such things falls into the broad biblical category of slander.  It is what Satan does for a living.  It is his method of operation.  We are playing by his rules and on his home field when we are “speaking against” one another. 
Believers try to explain this behavior away with things like, “I was just sharing my hurt feelings.”  “I just needed someone to vent to.”  or my personal favorite, “it was not slander because it was all true.”  Now here is the problem with all these excuses;  They too are all forbidden by the broad net of speaking against someone. 

Now lets try to see this prohibition in its context.  In this chapter, God is telling us why our lives are filled with quarrelling.  It is because of three things: 
· We want to please ourselves first
James 4:1 What is the source of quarrels and conflicts among you? Is not the source your pleasures that wage war in your members?

· We expect the world to please us and not our Savior
James 4:4  4 You adulteresses, do you not know that friendship with the world is hostility toward God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.
· We will not accept the circumstances and possessions that God gives
James 4:10  10 Humble yourselves in the presence of the Lord, and He will exalt you.

This is the context of this command.  It is like saying to a group of fighting children, “I have tried to reason with you to no avail and now I am just going to tell you to stop it.”  DO NOT SPEAK AGAINST ONE ANOTHER!  Just as a parent wants some peace, God desires peace within His household.  The tongue is the enemy.  It is driven by the heart and it is set on fire by hell. Until we come under the authority of the Word of God on this issue there will be no peace.  
James 3:6  the tongue is a fire, the very world of iniquity; the tongue is set among our members as that which defiles the entire body, and sets on fire the course of our life, and is set on fire by hell.

Both Peter and Paul connect the turmoil of the family, and church with the tongue. 
1 Peter 2:1-3  Therefore, putting aside all malice [motives] and all deceit [mind] and hypocrisy [behavior] and envy [emotions] and all slander [words],  2 like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the word, so that by it you may grow in respect to salvation,  3 if you have tasted the kindness of the Lord.
2 Corinthians 12:20 For I am afraid that perhaps when I come I may find you to be not what I wish and may be found by you to be not what you wish; that perhaps there will be strife, jealousy, angry tempers, disputes, slanders, gossip, arrogance, disturbances;
God Exposes our self-righteousness  [11b]

James 4:11  He who speaks against a brother or judges his brother, speaks against the law and judges the law; but if you judge the law, you are not a doer of the law but a judge of it.

He who speaks against a brother or judges his brother:  This is a present tense verb and describes someone who habitually watches a brother or sister in order to criticize him.  It is not the occasional slip of the tongue.  That to be true is a sin and should be confessed and forsaken, but beware of a critical spirit. 
Speaking against and judging are the same activity seen from slightly different perspectives.  When we speak against our brother we condemn them. You need to come to grips with this meaning of judge.  When we speak negatively about one another to one another we condemn one another.  You can say that is not what you mean to do, but GOD says that is what you are doing.  Please do not be willing to argue with God here.  God says, lets read it again, “He who speaks against a brother or judges his brother, speaks against the law and judges the law.” 
Speaks against the law and judges the law:  I have to believe that we would not willingly do such an outrageous thing as this.  We protest like we did above, saying, “but that was not my intention.  “I did not mean to condemn my brother.” ” “My motives were pure.”   This is clearly the greatest weakness of believers.  We think we are fit to judge our own motives and intentions.  I want to beg you to stop this.  Instead, come under the scrutiny of the Word of God.  
Hebrews 4:12-13  12 For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.  13 And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are open and laid bare to the eyes of Him with whom we have to do.

God says that when we speak against a brother, and we all do this….Every time  we speak against one another, we condemn one another.  It is the same as speaking against the law and condemning the law.  NOW….I pray that  you are not so arrogant as to deny that you are doing what God says you are doing.  Are you curious to know how we speak against the law and condemn it? 
What is the law?  First, this is not the Mosaic law!  The article is missing in Greek and it is usually present when referring to THE LAW of MOSES.  James has already spoken of law without the article,  two times in his letter.  
James 1:25   25 But one who looks intently at the perfect law, the law of liberty, and abides by it, not having become a forgetful hearer but an effectual doer, this man will be blessed in what he does.

“The one who looks intently “at perfect law” means that this man is scrutinizing the complete, fulfilled and final law of God. It is James’s way of referring to the Word of God,  The Scripture.  Amazingly, it is a “law of liberty” and not a law of death because it frees us from death and gives us eternal, abundant life.  Jesus Himself said…..
John 8:31-32  31 …… to those Jews who had believed Him, "If you continue in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine;  32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free."        And again:

John 8:36  36 "…… if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.
Paul also referred to this “law of liberty”: 

Romans 8:2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death.

James takes it up a notch in chapter two calling it the royal law because it is the law of the King of Glory.  

James 2:8   8 If, however, you are fulfilling the royal law according to the Scripture, "YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF," you are doing well.
Matthew 22:36-40  36 "Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?"  37 And He said to him, "'YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND.'  38 "This is the great and foremost commandment.  39 "The second is like it, 'YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.’
God says that you cannot condemn your brother in the Lord and love him at the same time.  These two are mutually exclusive.  It is the greatest law or commandment and it is the “Law of your Lord Jesus Christ.”    
John 15:12-13   12 "This is My commandment, that you love one another, just as I have loved you.  13 "Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his friends. [unless we are busy condemning him]
John 15:17  17 "This I command you, that you love one another.

Romans 13:8  8 Owe nothing to anyone except to love one another; for he who loves his neighbor has fulfilled the law.

1 Thessalonians 4:9   9 Now as to the love of the brethren, you have no need for anyone to write to you, for you yourselves are taught by God to love one another;

1 Peter 1:22   22 Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls for a sincere love of the brethren, fervently love one another from the heart,

1 John 3:23  23 This is His commandment, that we believe in the name of His Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, just as He commanded us.
If you judge the law, you are not a doer of the law but a judge of it:  Now how is this possible?  God is saying….follow me now….God is saying that when we speak evil of one another we condemn one another.  When we speak evil of one another we also speak evil of the law of Christ, the command of Christ and we condemn the words of Christ.  When we do this we cease to be doers of the words of Christ and become condemners of the very words of Christ our Lord.  
How do you judge the law when you refuse to obey?  By declaring it unworthy to be obeyed.  By asserting that it is wrong.  By considering your own standard superior.  Are you prepared to say to God this morning, “I consider your standard just wrong.”  “I condemn the royal law that commands me to love my brother.” 
God Accuses us of Usurping Christ’s Authority [12a]

James 4:12  12 There is only one Lawgiver and Judge, the One who is able to save and to destroy;

God is not done with this yet.  Not only are we condemning the Words of Christ, but we are putting ourselves in the place of Christ.  We are usurping His Authority when we speak evil of one another.  
Matthew 28:18   18 And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 
John 5:22-23   22 "For not even the Father judges anyone, but He has given all judgment to the Son,  23 so that all will honor the Son even as they honor the Father. He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent Him.
The One who is able to save and to destroy:  Now Jesus is the lover of your soul, but God intends for us to also know this side of Him.  He is the Righteous Judge of the universe and the one who makes the rules.  Christ is the one who defines how we may or may not treat one another.  James is warning us not to disregard Him and sit in judgment on Christ’s Commands.  He is referring to the very warning of Christ to His own disciples when here on the earth.  James repeats them so that we will know that they are still for us today. Jesus said, 
Matthew 10:28  28 "Do not fear those who kill the body, but are unable to kill the soul; but rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.
Matthew 7:21   21 "Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter. 

Matthew 7:24   24 "Therefore everyone who hears these words of Mine and acts on them, may be compared to a wise man who built his house on the rock.  

God Challenges our Perception of Grace [12b]
James 4:12  but who are you who judge your neighbor?
Who indeed?  Let me give you the answer to this from Scripture.  

Ephesians 2:1-6  And you were dead in your trespasses and sins,  2 in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience.  3 Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest.  4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us,  5 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved),  6 and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,

Romans 5:6-9  6 For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.  7 For one will hardly die for a righteous man; though perhaps for the good man someone would dare even to die.  8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.  9 Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him.

Romans 5:9-11  having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him.  10 For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.  11 And not only this, but we also exult in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received the reconciliation. 
1 John 4:10-11  10 In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.  11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.

So….who are we to speak against a brother and condemn him?  We are those who ourselves are worthy of every condemnation.  We have been shown grace but we are unwilling to show it to our brothers.  We have spurned God as we would an enemy, but we are unwilling to be even mildly offended by the oversight or even deliberate offense of our sister or brother?  Jesus told a parable to illustrate this on the occasion of one of Peter’s questions.  We might paraphrase that question for the sake of illustration: “Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother before I may speak against him?”
Matthew 18:21-33  21 Then Peter came and said to Him, "Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me and I forgive him? Up to seven times?"  22 Jesus said to him, "I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven.  23 "For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves.  24 "When he had begun to settle them, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him.  25 "But since he did not have the means to repay, his lord commanded him to be sold, along with his wife and children and all that he had, and repayment to be made.  26 "So the slave fell to the ground and prostrated himself before him, saying, 'Have patience with me and I will repay you everything.'  27 "And the lord of that slave felt compassion and released him and forgave him the debt.  28 "But that slave went out and found one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and he seized him and began to choke him, saying, 'Pay back what you owe.'  29 "So his fellow slave fell to the ground and began to plead with him, saying, 'Have patience with me and I will repay you.'  30 "But he was unwilling and went and threw him in prison until he should pay back what was owed.  31 "So when his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were deeply grieved and came and reported to their lord all that had happened.  32 "Then summoning him, his lord said to him, 'You wicked slave, I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me.  33 'Should you not also have had mercy on your fellow slave, in the same way that I had mercy on you?'  
CONCLUSION

I fear that many professing believers are deceived.  They think that church attendance, sound doctrine, and outwardly clean living will put them in good standing with Christ.  But God begs to differ.  Like Jesus, James insist that we love God from the heart and crushes the notion that we can do it through religion, ritual and self-righteousness.  Here is the question for you today: Do you ever speak evil of your brothers and sisters?    

You condemn His very words as unworthy, when you persist in speaking against your spouse, parents, friends, children, co-workers and brothers and sisters in the Lord?  All rationalizing aside:  This is God’s assessment and verdict of us when we slander, criticize, and malign one another.  Our own perceived motives are just that “perceived.”  Will you purpose to come under the Word of God in this matter?  Which says….
James 4:11  11 Do not speak against one another, brethren.

This is what God wants you to do instead.  Know that your love for one another exalts and glorifies Christ.  It displays the love Christ to His Creation. It materializes His love in your own heart.  Isaiah described Christ’s for you this way
Isaiah 53:4-7  4 Surely our griefs He Himself bore, And our sorrows He carried; Yet we ourselves esteemed Him stricken, Smitten of God, and afflicted.  5 But He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; The chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, And by His scourging we are healed.  6 All of us like sheep have gone astray, Each of us has turned to his own way; But the LORD has caused the iniquity of us all To fall on Him.  7 He was oppressed and He was afflicted, Yet He did not open His mouth; Like a lamb that is led to slaughter, And like a sheep that is silent before its shearers, So He did not open His mouth.

Beloved, What could Jesus say about your sin, your heart, your speech?  What about your past, from which you were redeemed?  Did He not observe every sin of yours from the cross?  Yes, yes, yes.  But, He was silent. He did not revile you, but took your condemnation for His own; becoming sin for you that you might become righteous in Him.  What love is this?  
1 John 4:11  11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.

John 13:34   34 "A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one another.
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